Trio National Championship 2010

North Devon Yacht Club at Instow was the venue for the CCCA National Championships on 21, 22, 23 May, and attracted entries from 15 Trios, 12 Comets and 4 Versas.  High pressure was firmly in charge of the weather.  There is absolutely nothing wrong with this country when the sun is shining and it is HOT.  The Taw and Torridge estuary is a beautiful environment with sea and sand.  Early arrivals took to their bikes on the Tarka Trail in idyllic conditions to visit Barnstaple and Bideford, stopping for tea and cake at Fremington Quay.

On Friday 1100 it looked as if no racing would take place as there was no wind. Last year’s winning crew Debbie Woodcock had already decided that since she did not have her toy boy helm available this year, she would forego sailing in no wind and went cycling instead with her dreamboat Freddie.   However this decision lead to the award of Booby Prize (missing best sailing) as suddenly the sea breeze kicked in and off we went towards the committee boat which appeared to be low in the water.  The reason became apparent, they were using cannons; nobody could possibly miss the starting signals!

Fri Race 1.  The long line was heavily biased to the starboard pin end.  White Lightning helmed by Mike Sydenham and crewed by Colin Broady had a brilliant start, holding the entire fleet outside the distant mark whilst gently sailing into the lead.  However first at the windward mark were Bob and Colette Horlock in Exe-t-sea closely followed by the youngest sailors in the fleet, Rosie Sands with crew Jess Lock, in Triple Exe, then Guy and Marilynn in Go with the Flow, Mike and Colin, and Scottie in Dennis the Menace crewed by Liese Scott (unrelated).  Sailing a triangle and sausage course, Bob (the previous Instow champs winner) increased his lead followed by Guy 2nd,  Scottie 3rd, (sailing with a broken tiller extension, lashed up with a felt-tip pen and sticky tape) Rosie 4th,  Mike 5th.

Fri Race 2.  The sea breeze freshened to give idyllic conditions.  Dress of the day T-shirt and shorts.  The start line still had a bias so that there was again a bunch at the starboard end.  Despite an unremarkable start, Mike was first around the windward mark closely followed by David and Charles Talbot in Ariel.  Some fierce racing between White Lightning and Ariel allowed Scottie to inch through. Symon Garratt and Nicky Groucutt in Abigail Rose used the best wind of the day to power up the beats through the fleet.  At the final mark, Scottie was followed by Mike and Symon.  After a bad tack by Ariel, Mike chose to carry on to the distance mark.  David and Symon seeing the biased line capitalised on Mike’s error and finished in 2nd and 3rd, pushing Mike into 4th, with Red Baron - Richard and Angela Salliss, close behind in 5th.

At the end of the first day Scotts were comfortably in the lead but only 1 point separated Bob, Guy, Symon, Mike (all from Exe ) for 2nd place.  Overheard on the promenade were comments on how picturesque 31 boats, some with colourful spinnakers, looked on the water in the bright sunshine.  Other remarks centred around soft golden sand being fine for sandcastles but launching and landing heavy trios is entirely a different matter.

Sat Race 3.  The sea breeze was late kicking in and then only light.  After being released from the beach, some struggled to get to the start in time.  Pin end bias. Go with the Flow had a clean start and was first around the windward mark into clear air.  Scottie challenged on the second beat but by covering him, he had to tack off.  Guy then pulled away to win his first Nat. Champ. race since 2004.  It is quite a thrill to get a real winning gun.

Sat Race 4.  The wind backed and went light.  After a postponement the start line was relaid.  The light fluky wind with patches of no wind at all, plus the tide, made for a lottery.  At some point everyone took their turn at the front and rear. Bob Presley and Roger Edwards in Contagious, and Ian and Mary Upton in Celtic Blaze passed the whole fleet at the first wing mark by sailing high in wind while the leaders wallowed in a hole.  However Scottie clawed back to the lead followed by Rosie 2nd and Guy 3rd who had to fight off Bob, 4th, for two entire laps.  Red Baron and Abigail Rose had a brief tacking battle to the line to finish in that order.  With the weak sea breeze and ebb increasing everyone was thankful that the scheduled third race was cancelled.

Sun Race 5.   Light wind.  Scottie got away never to be challenged.  The strong flood tide made rounding the windward mark very difficult, indeed quite a trial. Bob had seven goes before succeeding, by which time Ariel had passed. Unfortunately Red Baron and Pebbles - Frankie Upton and Victoria (awarded best effort) were swept past the first wing mark by the current when the wind failed and were unable to sail back causing their retirement.  This race was shortened to just one triangle and sausage.  At the finish the order was Scottie, David, Bob, Guy.  By now Scottie had won the championship, but with two discards, second overall was still in contention between Bob and Guy.

Sun Race 6.   High Water.  Rosie and Jess started at the committee boat end and were first around the windward mark closely followed by David, Bob, Frankie and Guy.  Scottie was way back stuck in a bunch that had started at the pin end. Guy passed Frankie on the second beat.  On the last sausage Bob overtook David.  Rosie and Jess pressed on to get their winning gun and so also gained the Youth Award.  At the last mark Guy had to give room to David, but pulled through on the short beat, hence the order was Bob 2nd, Guy 3rd, David 4th.

Glorious weather, perfect surroundings, great company, interesting water. Thank you NDYC for hosting our 2010 Nationals.

1st  Comet Trio 465 Dennis the Menace Peter Scott     Liese Scott  Shustoke SC

2nd Comet Trio 428 Go with the Flow   Guy Farrant    Marilynn Booker  Exe SC

3rd  Comet Trio 394 Exe-t-sea                Bob Horlock   Colette Horlock    Exe SC

4th  Comet Trio 426 Triple Exe              Rosie Sands    Jess Lock              Exe SC

5th  Comet Trio 365 Ariel                       David Talbot  Charles Talbot     Hawley Lake  

6th  Comet Trio 490 Red Baron              Richard Salliss Angela Salliss     Cotswold SC

7th  Comet Trio 457 Abigail Rose          Symon Garratt Nicky Groucutt    Exe SC

8th  Comet Trio 487 White Lightning    Mike Sydenham Colin Broady     Exe SC

9th  Comet Trio 484 Peebles                   Frankie Upton  Victoria Upton     Exe SC

10th Comet Trio 476 Scarlet Lady         Steve Ashford   Martin Yeomans Whitefriars

11th Comet Trio 425 Wild Thing           Fred Woodcock Debs Woodcock Exe SC

12th Comet Trio 485 Kingfisher            Peter Labdon     Richard Young    Exe SC

13th Comet Trio 429 Celtic Blaze         Ian Upton           Mary Upton         Exe SC

14th Comet Trio 464 Contagious           Bob Presley      Roger Edwards    Cotswold SC

15th Comet Trio 466 Wol                      Steve Best          Nick Combe        Exe SC

Guy Farrant

